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Abstract

Partner violence is an important problem in Brazil, affecting mostly women, leading to physical, reproductive and mental health harms. The objective was to evaluate violence and victimization between partners with patterns of alcohol consumption and gender. The method was of a survey conducted in a sample stratified by clusters, representative of the socioeconomic and educational level of the population. The final sample totalized 1473 people of 18 years or more (58.6% females, 41.1% married, 53.2% under 40 years old and the majority with 8-12 years of formal education). GENACIS questionnaire was used in private face-to-face interviews. The univariate statistical analysis used the qui-square or Fisher’s exact tests using weighted data. The refusal rate was 25.5%, mostly of men and families of higher socioeconomic status.  Some kind of partner aggression in the last two years was found in 8.3% of the sample, with alcohol involvement by one or both partners in 2.1% (females victims) to 42.6% (males aggressor). Being an aggressor or a victim was associated to younger age, having a partner who is heavy drinking and common mental disorder. Women had suffered more severe violence episodes and expressed more anger and feeling upset compared to men. The results point out to the importance of the role of alcohol use and the risk of aggression, and have important implications in the elaboration of public policies and programs for treating these problems (Research supported by FAPESP (04/11729-2) and Fundunesp. 
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