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China has one of the oldest drinking cultures in the world, with records of alcohol use as far back as the 16th century BC.  Today, alcohol consumption in China is growing rapidly:  between 1961 and 1980 per capita consumption by persons aged 15+ more than trebled, and over the next 20 years trebled again.  These trends have been associated with rapid social and economic changes, which are likely to have influenced not only the amount and patterns of alcohol consumed, but also drinking contexts and drinking cultures.  These latter changes, however, have not been well documented.  In this paper, we present findings from two linked studies.  The first is an exploratory study conducted in Shanghai Municipality in October 2004, involving 56 semi-structured interviews and six focus groups.  Interview respondents described the three most recent occasions when they or others around them consumed alcohol, in terms of beverages consumed, and the nature, purpose and setting of the occasion.  Respondents also reported on ways in which their own drinking patterns had changed over the preceding 5 years.  Both in focus groups and interviews, respondents reported an increase in the number and frequency of drinking occasions.  Findings from the initial study have been used as the basis for a larger survey conducted in June 2006 in three provinces: Jiangxi, Shanghai Municipality, and Shandong (N=3000).  Results from this survey will also be presented.

