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This research project aims to compare the representations of wine among women in France and in the United States, their attitudes and practices and also their perceptions of the public health policies towards alcohol/wine in their countries. The relationship between wine and health, health being defined as physical, mental, and social well-being, and the relationship between wine and the body will be examined with a focus on the changes in perceptions. The purpose is to examine how women construct their representations and perceptions of wine and of its effect on health within a specific socio-cultural context and how they mobilize both in the private and public spheres to define womanhood and gender relationships. The methodology includes a review of the research literature; content analysis of the press, especially the “women’s” press; a qualitative research in both countries with open-ended face-to-face interviews with selected informants as well as participant observation; and a questionnaire. The study focuses on women working in a university environment: the universities selected are public and private, located in various geographical areas, and five categories of working women are taken into consideration: research and teaching staff; administrative staff; technical staff; medical staff; and both undergraduate and graduate students. The university setting enables the researcher --who is an “insider” in Howard Becker’s terms-- to produce data based on a highly diversified sample in terms of age, education, marital status, family composition, income, religion, ethnic background, working conditions, health and personal history, all of which are variables for study. This paper will present the first research questions and findings of this work in progress.

