ALCOHOL OUTLET DENSITY AND ASSAULT: A SPATIAL ANALYSIS

Michael LIVINGSTON1, Robin ROOM2
Turning Point Alcohol and Drug Centre

michaell@turningpoint.org.au

A growing body of literature has demonstrated the spatial relationships between alcohol outlets and alcohol-related harm.  The majority of this literature has been undertaken using data from urban areas of the United States.  This paper explores the relationships between alcohol outlet density (of taverns, of restaurants and of off-sale shops) and two measures of assaultive violence (police recorded incidents and hospital admissions) in Melbourne, Australia.  Using appropriate spatial methods, and controlling for environmental and socio-demographic characteristics of the local area, the analysis extends the approach taken in previous work by testing for non-linear effects of outlet density.  The results suggest that alcohol outlet density is related to violence in a non-linear way, suggesting possible outlet density thresholds, beyond which increases in outlets result in sharp increases in violence.

