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Municipal drug services in Warsaw will be discussed against a background of drug epidemiology on the one hand and evolution of social response to drug problems on the other hand. The aim of the paper is identification of external determinants that have shaped drug use patterns and social responses including treatment response. Service statistics, municipal programmes, national legislation will be presented alongside with relevant findings from local surveys covering general population, school children and drug addicts. Warsaw as a capital city constitutes a good field of research due to its high exposure to external cultural influences and its central position in national public debate. Warsaw was the first place in Poland where relatively homogenous consumption pattern consisted in injecting home-made fluid heroin was replaced by heterogeneous drug culture(s) with imported (brown) heroin, marihuana and variety of stimulants and hallucinogens. Qualitative changes have resulted in rapid increase in prevalence rates. The epidemiological trends had initially been followed by substantial growth of treatment system and its diversification including syringe exchange, methadone maintenance programmes and range of out-patient services that mushroomed in the 1990\\\'s. These developments in treatment response have been slowed down or even frozen because of progressing criminalisation of drug problem, both in public debate and in national legislation.

