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Background: School based prevention programs for substance use has shown little or no lasting effect on substance use.  The extensive Olweus program for prevention of bullying has documented a decrease in self reported bullying, applied to students up to 16 year old. Other program effects are reductions in antisocial behaviour, improvement of the "social climate" of the class etc. It is thus adequate to establish a hypothesis that substance use may be affected, more so regarding heavier use than more common use. Methods: The Olweus program was introduced in Oslo in 4 schools with 2 schools as controls. Students in 7th to 9th grade in 2001/02 answered questionnaire regarding substance use each year until 10th grade (2004/05), establishing a three year follow up for those in 7th grade , a 2 year follow up for those in 8th grade and a one year follow up for those in 9th grade. A three level analysis, including repeated measurement on class level, cohort and school level was applied. Preliminary results: There was no significant difference in increase of substance use for intervention and control schools regarding alcohol use, having drunk alcohol 11 times or more and being intoxicated the last 12 months. Being intoxicated 11 times or more last 12 months was significant at the 10 % level. Results for smoking and cannabis use will be presented.

Prelim. concl.: Common substance use was not affected, while frequent intoxication may have been reduced by the Olweus program.

