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Objectives: To examine the association between substance use disorders and US migration in a nationally representative sample of the Mexican population. 

Methods: Fully structured, computer assisted, face-to-face interviews using the World Mental Health version of the Composite International Diagnostic Interview (WMH-CIDI) were conducted with a cross-sectional sample of household residents aged 18 to 65 who live in Mexico in areas with a population of at least 2,500 people (2001-2002). The response rate was 76.6% with 5,826 respondents interviewed.

Results: Respondents who had themselves migrated to the US and respondents who had family members in the US were more likely to have used alcohol, marijuana or cocaine at least once in their lifetime, more likely to develop a substance use disorder, and more likely to have a current (12-month) substance use disorder, compared with other Mexicans. Conclusions: This study is the first to show that international migration appears to play a large role in transforming substance use norms and pathology in Mexico. Future studies should examine how networks extending over international boundaries function with respect to substance use.

