THE IMPACT OF ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION ON VIOLENCE, IS IT RELATIVE TO WETNESS OF THE SOCIETY?
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It is well demonstrated that alcohol consumption is associated with violent incidents, at the individual as well as at the aggregate level. In Norway alcohol consumption has increased by approximately 20% over the past ten years, and among young people consumption has increased by more than 60%. One might therefore assume that the level of violence and particularly so the level of alcohol related violence has increased substantially over the same period. On the other hand, it is also possible that with increasing consumption among young people, high levels of alcohol intake and alcohol intoxication to a lesser extent are deviant behaviours and as such associated with various problem behaviours. In the latter case, we would assume that the association between alcohol consumption and violent incidents would diminish when alcohol consumption and alcohol intoxication becomes more common and widespread. This hypothesis was tested by analyzing data from annual surveys among 15-20 year olds in Norway over the period 1990-2006. Preliminary results suggest that the association between alcohol consumption and incidents of alcohol related violence decreased significantly in the later part of the period when alcohol consumption increased the most, thereby implying that impact of alcohol on violence may relative to the wetness of the society.

