„ALCOHOL EXPECTANCIES AND DRINKING MOTIVES AMONG YOUTH (AEDMOY)”
Drinking motives (or reasons for drinking) are the final pathway to alcohol use, i.e. the gateway through which more distal influences, such as personality characteristics or alcohol expectancies, are mediated (e.g. Cooper, 1994; Cox & Klinger, 1988; Kuntsche et al., 2007). Knowledge about drinking motives so far has been mainly restricted to North America (Kuntsche et al., 2005). Therefore, it is uncertain to what degree knowledge from North America can be usefully applied to the different drinking cultures in Europe. The cross-cultural comparability, however, is important because current development in prevention of adolescent alcohol use and associated problems in North America include drinking motives as the most proximate factor (e.g. Conrod et al., 2006; Stewart et al., 2005), and it is likely that these developments will be adopted in Europe without establishing whether a key factor, namely drinking motives, has the same impact in Europe. 
The pre-symposium invites researcher across the world who have already conducted or who plan to conduct studies on drinking motives. The aim is to set up a network, in which, in the short-term, a joint forum to present findings on drinking motives can be established, and, in the long term, researchers of this group are enabled to launch comparative research on adolescents drinking motives. 
We will provide a short introduction into the nature and the theoretical assumptions of drinking motives and expectancies, and present  the current state of knowledge of cross-cultural drinking motives research. 
In the second part, we wish to explore with the participants the possibility to further collect evidence on drinking motives in different countries and to discuss possible research questions on cross-cultural comparisons such as

· To what degree prevalence in drinking motives differ across countries?

· How stable are predictors of drinking motives such as sex and personality across countries?

· How stable are the associations between drinking motives and alcohol-related outcomes in different countries?

· What predicts cross-culturally differences in the associations between drinking motives, expectancies, and related outcomes?
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