
 

  
 

CALL FOR PAPERS: 

 

Thematic meeting of the Kettil Bruun Society: Fitzroy, Melbourne, Australia, 8-11th September 2014.  

Alcohol Policy Research: Putting together a global evidence base 
 

Background 

Alcohol policies are on the societal agenda in a number of countries.  There are widespread concerns about rises 

in rates of alcohol-induced health and social harms and how these may be countered. Countries like Australia 

which greatly liberalised their alcohol markets are holding inquiries and arguing about what can be done to 

reduce the harms. Middle-income countries with broad traditions of abstention are concerned about rising rates 

of alcohol problems as affluence increases. Internationally, WHO has a Global Strategy to Reduce the Harmful 

Use of Alcohol, and alcohol figures as a primary risk factor which must be controlled in the forthcoming global 

effort against Non-Communicable Diseases. 

In this context, an international research conference on Alcohol Policy Research: Putting 

together a global evidence base will be held in Melbourne, Australia from 8-11th September 2014.  

The conference will be a thematic meeting of the Kettil Bruun Society for Social and Epidemiological 

Research on Alcohol (http://www.kettilbruun.org/).  

Organisation and Program Committee 

The conference will be hosted by the Centre for Alcohol Policy Research, Turning Point, in Melbourne 

(Sarah Callinan, Michael Livingston, Amy Pennay, Robin Room, Claire Wilkinson). A broader 

organising committee for the meeting includes Paul Dietze (Burnet Institute), Kypros Kypri 

(University of Newcastle), Peter Miller (Deakin University), Alison Ritter (University of New South 

Wales) and Emma Saleeba (VicHealth).   

Submissions 

Papers will be welcome from a variety of methodological traditions, including controlled trials, population 

survey analyses, time-series analyses, cost-effectiveness studies, historical studies, ethnographic and observational 

studies, social psychology experimental studies and systematic reviews.   

The conference will be organised around the first four themes below, although all abstracts relevant to 

the conference topic will be considered.  

 Policy impact studies: research on the effects of particular alcohol policies, and of variations in 

the implementation or enforcement of policies. 

 Differential effects of policies across population sub-groups: research on how particular 

policies affect different sub-populations of drinkers as well as styles and levels of drinking, and 

drinking in particular contexts.   

 Interplay of policies with drinking cultures: research on how different social worlds of drinking 

respond to policy changes such as increased taxes and changes in closing hours, and to what 

extent drinking groups or subcultures counteract the intended effect of policies  

http://www.kettilbruun.org/


 The formation and implementation of alcohol policies: trends in and determinants of public 

opinion on alcohol policies; political processes in alcohol policy change and in implementation 

of policies;   

 Neglected policy areas in preventing alcohol problems: examples of such topics include: the 

influence of hotel design on the occurrence of problems; effects of music style and volume on 

drinking rate and problems; facilitators and deterrents of pre-, side- and post-loading; policies 

supporting responses of family and friends to problematic drinking, the influence of social 

determinants and health inequities on alcohol consumption and related harms. 

Invited Speakers 

The following international researchers will present on the primary themes of the conference:   

 The impact of alcohol policy changes, and the policy response (Gerhard Gmel/Switzerland, Tanya 
Chikritzhs/Australia and Charles Parry/South Africa);  

 The differential effects of policies across population sub-groups (Petra Meier/U.K. and Pia 
Mäkelä/Finland and Norman Giesbrecht/Canada);  

 The interplay of policies with drinking cultures (Peter d’Abbs/Australia); and  

 The formation and implementation of alcohol policy (James Nicholls/U.K., Carol Bacchi/Australia, and 
Thaksaphon (Mek) Thamarangsi/Thailand).  

Size and Structure of the Meeting 

We aim to have 50-70 scholars from various fields participating in the conference. Papers for the meeting will be 

circulated to participants in advance on a protected website, and introduced rather than read by the presenter, to 

allow as much meeting time as possible for discussion.  Presentations will be organised in sessions of 1.5 hours 

with three or four papers per session; a chair and one or two discussants will be assigned to each session. 

Time and Venue 

The meeting will be preceded by an informal welcome get-together on Sunday evening September 7th 

and finish in late afternoon Thursday September 11th. There will be an open public forum on 12th 

September with summary presentations of selected papers from the meeting.  Conference participants 

are welcome to stay on for this public forum.  The conference will be held in Fitzroy, an inner-city 

suburb of Melbourne. 

Publication 

It is expected that a selection of papers from the meeting will be published (after revision) grouped in 

thematic issues of journals or otherwise. 

Abstract Submissions 

Scholars interested in presenting to the conference are invited to submit an informative abstract by May 4th 2014 

to: capr@turningpoint.org.au.  Abstracts should be no more than 300 words. The document should include all 

author and institution details as well as the contact details of the corresponding author. Abstracts should cover 

the background to the paper, methodology, results and conclusion.  

Conference registration fee 

There will be no registration fee for the conference, but those giving papers will be expected to find finance for 

their own travel and accommodation. The organisers will suggest hotel options at different price levels near the 

conference site. 
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